
RAINBOW JERSEYS A Guide to the color-coded wardrobe on a U.S. Navy Flight Deck

•	 plane 
handlers

•	 aircraft 
elevator 
operators

•	 TRACTOR 
DRIVERS

•	 PHONE 
TALKERS

•	 CATAPULT AND 
ARRESTING GEAR 
PERSONNEL

•	 AIR WING 
MAINTENANCE

•	 GROUND SUPPORT 
EQUIPMENT

•	 MASS 
COMMUNICATION 
SPECIALISTS

•	 HELICOPTER 
LANDING SIGNALS 
ENLISTED SAILORS

•	 quality control
•	 landing signal 

officers
•	 air transfer 

officers
•	 liquid oxygen 

crew
•	 safety
•	 medical 
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The crew of USS Langley (CV 1), the U.s. Navy’s First Aircraft Carrier,  created a 
host of innovations, including the use of various colored jerseys for the flight 
deck teams. their initiative in the early 1920s established a lasting system. in 
today’s navy, sailors still use color-coded jerseys to ensure order and safety 
are maintained on the flight deck.  

Blue shirts 
are the most 
predominant 
crew on the 
flight deck. 
They operate 
motorized 
gear such as 
tractors and 
forklifts, chock 
and chain 
aircraft to the 
flight deck, 
and operate 
aircraft 
elevators. 

Affectionately 
referred to 
as “Grapes,” 
or “fuelies,” 
purple shirts 
refuel all 
aircraft and 
monitor all 
fuel onboard. 

Sources: Naval History and Heritage Command; Naval Air Systems command; USS Theodore roosevelt public affairs;  www.navy.mil; all hands magazine;  official flickr page of the u.s. navy. 
Infographic By Naval History and Heritage Command Communication and Outreach Division.

Mostly 
maintenance 
personnel, 
green shirts 
operate and 
maintain all 
aircraft launch 
and recovery 
equipment 
and perform 
all support 
equipment and 
aircraft-related 
maintenance.

Aircraft 
directors 
are known 
as yellow 
shirts and 
responsible 
for the safe 
movement of 
aircraft on the 
flight deck 
and in the 
hangar bay. 

Ordnancemen 
load aircraft 
with all bombs, 
missiles, 
mines and 
ammunition. 
They also 
make up the 
crash and 
salvage teams 
responsible 
for aircraft 
firefighting, 
rescue, and 
salvage 
operations. 

Responsible 
for the safety 
and integrity 
of aircraft, 
including 
the pre- and 
post-flight 
preparation, 
Plane 
Captains wear 
brown shirts.  
Also known as 
“brake riders,” 
they man the 
cockpit during 
repositioning 
on the flight 
deck and 
hangar deck.

White shirts 
consist of 
safety and 
medical 
personnel, 
catapult final 
checkers 
and catapult 
and arresting 
gear quality-
assurance 
inspectors, 
and 
administrative 
personnel.

•	 AVIATION 
FUELS

•	 AIRCRAFT 
DIRECTORS

•	 catapult and 
arresting gear 
officers

•	 AIR BOSS
•	 MINI-BOSS

•	 ordnancemen
•	 crash and 

salvage crews
•	 explosive 

ordnance 
disposal

•	 air wing plane 
captains


